Via e-mail and reqular mail

May 27, 2011

William J. Reilly, Jr.

Office of Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region ||
290 Broadway, 17t Floor

New York, NY 10007-1866

Re: Response to Request for Information
Riverside Avenue Site
Newark, Essex County, NJ

Dear Mr. Reilly:

Roger Florio
Counsel - Environmental Matters

GE
640 Freedom Business Center
King of Prussia, PA 19406

T 610992 7969
F 610 992 7898
roger.florio@ge.com

This letter and its attachments are submitted on behalf of the General Electric Company (GE) in

response to the Request for Information pursuant to Section 104(e) of CERCLA from EPA regarding
the above-referenced site. As mutually agreed pursuant to a May 18 telephone conversation and
confirmed by email on that date, this response is being submitted on or before Friday June 17, 2011.

GE's response is constrained by the fact that the only information that EPA has provided regarding a
potential nexus between GE and the Riverside Avenue site indicates that limited GE products (cresols

and/or cresylic acids) may have been stored and/or repackaged at the site in the 1980s and/or

1990s. Further constraining GE’s ability to conduct a search for relevant information is the fact that
these products were produced by GE’s former Plastics business, which was divested by the company

in 2007 (contact information for the current owner is provided herein).

GE objects to the scope and breadth of the Request and believes that the Request is overbroad and

unduly burdensome insofar as it purports to require responses relating to locations or materials

other than those referenced in the documents that led to this inquiry; GE has responded only to those

questions or portions of questions relating to or which could reasonably be expected to provide
relevant information regarding activities at or a potential nexus to the Riverside Avenue site.
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GE reserves the right to amend, modify, correct, supplement or otherwise change this Response if
additional information becomes available that would make such changes appropriate.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Marissa Truono
Removal Action Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region ||
2890 Woodbridge Avenue, Bldg 209
Edison NJ 08837



1.

Response to Questions:

General Electric Company

3135 Easton Turnpike

Fairfield CT 06858

See GE annual report available on-line at: http://www.ge.com/ar2010/index.htm|

GE was incorporated in New York in 1882. Its agent for service of process in New Jersey is:
The Corporation Trust Company

820 Bear Tavern Road, 3™ Floor

West Trenton, NJ 08628

(609) 538-1818

General Electric Company is not now nor has it ever been a subsidiary of, or otherwise owned
or controlled by any other corporation or entity. GE is a large, diversified, multi-national
company and has numerous subsidiaries located throughout the world. As detailed below,
the information provided by USEPA indicates the only GE business unit that may have had a
nexus to the site is the former GE Plastics business, which was acquired by Saudi Basic
Industries Corporation (SABIC) in 2007.

As explained below, GE is unable to provide a yes or no answer to the question as requested
by EPA. Information provided to GE by USEPA includes a September 15, 1995 letter from Site
operator Frey Industries, Inc., which indicates Frey segregated 10 drums of unspecified
material for GE located in the basement of building #12. This information also includes a
September 27, 1995 physical inventory of products in Building #12 of the Site, which lists 15
drums of cresols located in the basement of building 12 for which GE is listed as the
customer; presumably these include the 10 GE drums in the basement referenced in Frey
Industries’ letter of September 15. The nexus information also includes a handwritten report
of an April 2, 1987 RCRA inspection at the Site which states “cresylic acid (for petroleum
industry) may also be drummed or dedrummed for General Electric (GE).” The above
information indicated the nexus between the Site and GE pertains to potential storage and/or
repackaging of cresols and/or cresylic acid. On information and belief, during the relevant
time period these materials were produced as primary products by GE's former Plastics
business at its Selkirk, NY facility. That business was divested by GE on August 21, 2007
pursuant to a Stock and Asset Purchase Agreement dated May 21, 2007 among General
Electric Company (“GE”) and SABIC Engineering Plastic Holding B.V. and SABIC Holding Europe
B.V. (the May 21, 2007 Agreement). To the extent they exist, records relating to shipments or
transactions involving cresols or cresylic acids, or relating to shipments or transactions
involving the Selkirk facility or GE’s former plastics business division generally, would have
transferred to SABIC as part of the divestiture and would be maintained by SABIC. Moreover,
pursuant to the terms of the May 21, 2007 Agreement, SABIC assumed environmental
liabilities associated with the transferred business, regardless of whether any such liability
arises out of pre- or post-closing transactions. Accordingly, the appropriate party to respond
to this request is SABIC, and GE has notified SABIC of its potential obligations with respect to
this site under the terms of the May 21, 2007 agreement. The appropriate contact within
SABIC for inquiries relating to the Site is:

Andrew Hogeland

Chief EHS Counsel

SABIC

One Plastics Ave., Pittsfield, MA 01201.



See response to question 2 above.
See response to question 2 above.
See response to question 2 above.
Roger Florio

GE CEP

640 Freedom Business Center

King of Prussia PA 19406

Mary T. Sullivan
Same address as above

See attachment A.



Repackaging.

Return to Customer.

Further identificatioh and sampling.

Disposal by identified customer.

Disposai of non-hazardous materials. -

Disposal of potential hazardous waste.

Eight (8) drums

Eight (8) drums

One

One

One

One

One

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

drum
drum
drum
drum

drum

Thirty-three

of
of
of
of
of

FLOOR #5
of ONCB : /
of sludge
paint
Dimethyl Sulfoxide
Hydrofluoric Acid
Ortho Cresol

mixed Ortho Cresol/ONCB

FLOOR #3

(33) drums of Caustic Soda

o



Pallet

33 BAGS IRON OXIDE

BASEMENT
AMT.  CONTAINER PRODUCT CUSTOMER
15 Drums CRESOLS G.E.
9 Drums ONCB MONSANTO
B Drums  ETHYLENE DIAMINE BEROL
2 Drums DIETHYLENE TRAIMINE BEROL
2 Drums ACETIC ACID VWER
2 Drums SULFURIC ACID VWER
1 Drum MURIATIC ACID VWE&R
2 Drunms DIMETHYLAMINOPROPYLAMINE V W & R
1 Drum AMERGEL 200 DREW
1 Drum IPDI HULS
) Drum DESMORAPID PP RHINECHEM
1 Drum PHENOL CHEMISPHERE
2 Drums TDI KLOCKNER
1 Drum MONDUR CD MILES
1 Drum TRISOPRONPADOLAMINE
1 Drum PAINT MILES
1 Drum TRIOCTYL PHOSPHATE
2 Drums CAPRYLIC ACID HEXAGON
1 Drum PRISORINE 501 HEXAGON
1 Drum ACROLEIN
1 Drum ADHESION RESIN
1 Rec.Dr. DIMETHYLAMINE BASF
11 Drums CAUSTIC SODA
4 Drums PHENINDAMINE TARTRATE HOFFMAN LA ROCHE




- - ey

AMT. CONTAINER PRODUCT _CUBTOMER ~__ BTATUS
17 Fiber Drs. PARAFORMALDEHYDE KRAMER 4
16 'Fiber Drs. MAGNESTUM SULFATE 3
1 Drum ADOGEN SHEREX /WITCO 3
1 Drum ACETONATE 3
1 Drum SODIUM META BISCOLPLITE 3
2 Drums LAURIC ALDEHYDE 3
2 Drums PAINT 3
1 Drum POTASSIUM FLUROCONATE 3
1 Drum GLUE 3
1 Drum CAUSTIC POTASH 3
1 Crate CYLINDERS UNION CARBIDE 3
58- - Drums. . UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 1-2-3-4-5-¢
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. C
FREY INDUSTRIES, INC.

A Total Physical Distribution Concept

P.O. Bax 9307 < Newark, New Jersey 07104
201/ 482-0153 » Fax: 201/ 482-9480

September 15, 1995

Mr. Boleslaw Czachor

Metro Bureau of Water & Hazardous Wastes
Division of Facility Wide Enforcement

2 Babcock Place

West Orange, NJ 07052

RE: Notice of Violation - June 14, 1995
Dear Inspector Czachor:

This memo is intended to update all concerned with reference to the
progress. that has been made with-the drums® located in Building 12
that haVve required; identification,  sampling, re-packaging and
potential re-classification. , ’

I will indicate our current status from a "floor" locat;opzf
el R

We have identified four (4) drums that are owned by several of
our current customers and are awaiting disposition from their
sample analyses. We have identified eight (8) drums as
containing some type of sludge and one (1) that contains
paint. At this point, we do not know if this material is of
a hazardous nature. i 5

i
:

%

3
1

TLOOR 4
Everything on this floor is in order.
FLOOR 3

We have fepackaged thirty~-three (33) drums of caustic soda and
are waiting for a customer to purchase or take them from us.

WAREHOUSING * DRUMMING » PACKAGING « RAIL TO TRUCK TRANSFERS * DISTRIBUTION
29 RIVERSIDE AVENUE + NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07104

ol




ILOOR 2

We have identified four (4) drums of Araldite and marked them
accordingly.

NOTE: The various materials located by the elevators are:

* Calcium Hypophosphite - Hoechst Celanese
* Resin Solution - Upaco
* Dimethyl Ethylamine - Atochen
* Primary Amyl Acetate - T R Metro
ILOOR 1
Everything on this floor is in order.
BASEMENT _
As of the date of 'your inspection on Wednesday, September 13th
we have:

* Segregated 15 drums for BASF.
* Segregated 100 empty super sacks.
* Segregated 8 drums for Monsanto.

* Segregated 10 drums for G.E.

L
Ll

»

Identified 61 drums for various customers.

>

o . i - :

. At the time of this memo, there are 52 drums that require‘pnsitive
~‘identification. All identified drums will be inventoried‘on the
“{8outh) wall, and all unidentified drums will be 1nventoried on the

(North) wall.

i

We will be prepared to have everything in order when you perform

_your next inspection on September 27th.

.ﬁPlease advise if you need any additional information prior to
jSeptember 27th, :

Very truly yours,
,(/47//,”,2,,}7\3 Sz .
Tilghman B. Frey 677

TBF/gp

c.c.: T. Brady
G. Frey
M. Frey

G. Grimes
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; FACILITY DESCRIPTION AND OPERATIONS
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Describe the activities that result in the generation of hazardous waste.
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Identify the hazardous waste located on site, and estimate the approximate quantities of each.
(l1dentify Waste Codes)
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